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XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

SHAWN P. Cook

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

ANDREW AMARA

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 271311

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 269-6531
Facsimile: (916) 731-2126

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
FOR THE BUREAU FOR PRIVATE POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Statement of Issues Case No. 1004622

Against:

LOS ANGELES INSTITUTE AND

SOCIETY FOR PSYCHOANALYTIC STATEMENT OF ISSUES
STUDIES

Verification of Exempt Status Applicant

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
PARTIES

1. Dr. Michael Marion, Jr. (Complainant) brings this Statement of Issues solely in his
official capacity as the Chief of the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, Department of
Consumer Affairs.

2. Onor about January 7, 2019, the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education
received an application for a Verification of Exempt Status from Los Angeles Institute and
Society for Psychoanalytic Studies (Respondent or LAISPS). On or about December 19, 2018,

Lanning Melville, President, certified under penalty of perjury to the truthfulness of all
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statements, answers, and representations in the application. The Bureau denied the application on
June 3, 2019.
JURISDICTION

3. This Statement of Issues is brought before the Director of the Department of
Consumer Affairs (Director) for the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, under the
authority of the following laws. All section references are to the Education Code (Code) unless
otherwise indicated.

STATUTORY PROVISIONS

4.  Section 94827 states, “‘Continuing education’ means instruction in subjects that
licensees are required to take solely for the purpose of continued licensure, or to enhance their
skills and knowledge within their particular profession, occupation, trade, or career field.”

5. Section 94874 provides, in pertinent part:

“Except as provided in Sections 94874.2, 94874.7, and 94927.5, the following are exempt
from this chapter:

(a) An institution that offers solely avocational or recreational educational programs.

(b) (1) An institution offering educational programs sponsored by a bona fide trade,

business, professional, or fraternal organization, solely for that organization’s membership.

(d) An institution offering either of the following:

(1) Test preparation for examinations required for admission to a postsecondary educational
institution.

(2) Continuing education or license examination preparation, if the institution or the
program is approved, certified, or sponsored by any of the following:

(A) A government agency, other than the bureau, that licenses persons in a particular
profession, occupation, trade, or career field.

(B) A state-recognized professional licensing body, such as the State Bar of California, that
licenses persons in a particular profession, occupation, trade, or career field.

(C) A bona fide trade, business, or professional organization.
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6.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On or about January 7, 2019, the Bureau received Respondent’s Application, which

included the following information:

7.

Copy of February 24, 2016, Verification of Exemption letter
A summary of the application
Respondent’s Articles of Incorporation

Respondent’s Bylaws

Web printout from the International Psychoanalytic Association
website showing Respondent listed as a component society

Certification of accreditation from the Institute for Medical Quality
issued to the Respondent for continuing education

Letter from the American Psychological Association to Respondent
dated October 28, 2013, approving Respondent as an APA-approved
sponsor of continuing education for psychologists for a 5-year
approval

Web printout dated December 13, 2018, from the Medical
Board of California's website showing Respondent listed as
an approved Research Psychoanalytic Institution

Description of Research Psychoanalyst and Psy.D. Program
Description of Ph.D. Program

Copies of certificates issued for Psy.D. Degree and Ph.D. Degree
Pamphlet for One-year Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Program
Pamphlet for Trauma Studies Program

Pamphlet for Infant, Early Childhood and Parent Psychotherapy
Program

Pamphlet for Altered States of Body and Mind: A
psychoanalyticexploration of addiction and eatingdisorders

Pamphlet for Extension Division

On or about March 27, 2019, the Bureau informed Respondent that it was unable

to verify Respondent’s exemption, and requested a response by April 26, 2019.
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8.  On or about April 26, 2019, the Bureau received Respondent’s? letter, which

included the following attachments:

« Copy of February 24, 2016, Verification of Exemption letter

» Copy of September 17, 2015, letter from Congressman Ted W. Lieuto
the Bureau

« Copy of web printout of the Accreditation Council Program and
Activity Reporting System website showing Respondent’s
accreditation status

9.  Onor about June 3, 2019, the Bureau sent Respondent two letters informing
Respondent of the Bureau’s inability to verify the exemption.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DENIAL

(Lack of Sponsorship by Bona Fide Trade, Business, Professional, or
Fraternal Organization)
10. Respondent’s application is subject to denial under section 94874, subdivision (b)(1)
of the Code in that Respondent has not demonstrated its programs are sponsored by a bona fide
trade, business, professional, or fraternal organization, solely for that organization’s membership.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DENIAL

(Failure to Meet “Continuing Education” Definition)

11. Respondent’s application is subject to denial under section 94874, subdivision (d)(2)
of the Code in that Respondent has not demonstrated that its education programs meet the
definition of “continuing education” as defined under section 94827. In particular, Respondent
offers degree programs, which are inconsistent with offering “instruction in subjects that licensees
are required to take solely for the purpose of continued licensure, or to enhance their skills and
knowledge within their particular profession, occupation, trade, or career field,” as contained in
section 94827.

1
1
1

! Lanning Melville, Psy.D., President, signed the letter on Respondent’s behalf.
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PRAYER
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Director of the Department of Consumer Affairs issue a
decision:
1.  Denying the Los Angeles Institute and Society for Psychoanalytic Studies’
application for a Verification of Exempt Status;

2.  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED:

DR. MICHAEL MARION, JR.
Bureau Chief

Bureau for Private Postsecondary
Education

Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

LA2019502996
53990103.docx
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